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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 0 1 TOKYO 11754 041 045Z 

ACTION OES-07 

INFO OCT-01 EA-09 ISO-OO EUR- 12 FEA-01 ACDA-10 CIAE-00 
INR-07 10-14 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 EB-08 NRC-07 
DODE-OO SS-15 SP-02 /101 W 

080121 042228Z/63 

R 040834Z AUG 77 
FM AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9883 
INFO ERDA HQS GERMANTOWN 
ERDA HQS WASHDC 

UNCLAS TOKYO 1 1754 

OES/NET 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, TECH, JA 

SUBJECT: JAPAN STUDYING PARTICIPATION IN IEA 

REF: A. STATE 176122 B. TOKYO 11453 

1 . REPORT WHICH FOLLOWS WAS TAKEN FROM JAPANESE ECONOMIC 
DAILY, NIHON KEIZAI SHIMBUN, AND HAS NOT BEEN CHECKED WITH 
MITI PENDING DEPT'S REPLY TO REFTEL B. 

2. REALIZING DANGER THAT JAPAN MAY BECOME ISOLATED 
INTERNATIONALLY IN ENERGY FIELD, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
AGENCY (STA) HAS BEGUN STUDING JAPANESE PARTICIPATION IN 
IEA'S ALTERNATIVE ENERGY R&D PROJECT BY NAMING NOBUHISA 
AKABANE, ADMINISTRATIVE COUNSELOR IN DIRECTOG-GENERAL'S 
SECRETARIAT, TO HEAD STUDY GROUP. 

3. STEP RESULTS FROM STA S REFLECTION ON JAPAN S EXPRESSION 
OF NON-PARTICIPATION IN IEA PROJECT AT IEA ENERGY 

R&D COMMITTEE MEETING HELD IN WASHINGTON LAST JUNE. 

REASONS FOR NON-PARTICIPATION WERE LARGELY ECONOMIC 
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AND FINANCIAL BECAUSE IT WAS FEARED THAT PARTICIPATION 
IN PROPOSED SOLAR THERMAL POWER GENERATION PROJECT, 

ONE OF THE PROJECTS IDENTIFIED BY IEA FOR INTERNATIONAL 
COOPERATIVE ENDEVORS, MIGHT INCUR ADDITIONAL EXPENSES 
SINCE THIS PARTICULAR RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 
HAS ALRADY BEEN UNDERWAY DOMESTICALLY AS PART OF 
NATIONAL PROJECT. 
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4. THIS POSITION HAS NOW BEEN REVERSED BASED ON FEAR 
THAT NON-PARTICIPATION MAY RATHER PLACE JAPAN IN 
DISADVANTAGEOUS POSITION BOTH ECONOMICALLY AND 
TECHNOLOGICALLY. IT WAS REALIZED THAT IT MIGHT NOT BE 
WISE FOR JAPAN INDEPENDENTLY TO UNDERTAKE ALL OF THE 
COSTLY ALTERNATIVE ENERGY R&D PROJECTS. IT WAS ALSO 
REALIZED THAT JAPAN WOULD BENEFIT FROM TECHNOLOGICAL 
EXCHANGES WITH OTHER OIL-CONSUMING NATIONS AS RESULT 
OF HER PARTICIPATION IN IE A PROJECTS. 

5. STA WILL COORDINATE WITH MITI AND OTHER MINISTRIES 
CONCERNED IN EXPLORING AREAS IN WHICH JAPAN CAN COOPERATE 
WITH IEA AND MODES OF SUCH COOPERATION. 

MANSFIELD 
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